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mules from the car and carry the raiment within; then
the maiden passes to her chamber, where her attendant
Eurymedusa meets her and prepares her supper. And
at this point Nausicaa slips out of the main thread of
the story, for maidens were not allowed to take part
in the public functions with which the king entertained
his guest.

When Odysseus has met with a favorable reception
from the royal pair, the queen recognizes the garments
which he wears, and this leads to the story of his rescue,
but as yet he withholds his name. Alcinous is inclined to
censure his daughter for not bringing the rescued one
to the house when she returned with her maidens, but
Odysseus gallantly defends the blameless maiden. And
Alcinous, moved by his princely bearing, expresses the
wish that so goodly a man would wed his daughter, and
be called his son, there abiding. But the king does not
insist, and the invitation was probably merely a courteous
form of expression customary in those early days.

Only one more glimpse do we have of the Princess
Nausicaa. After a day of athletic contests and various
entertainments, Odysseus has arrayed himself for the
evening, and is going to join the chiefs at their wine.

"And Nausicaa, dowered with beauty by the gods,
stood by the doorpost of the well-builded hall, and mar-
velled at Odysseus, beholding him before her eyes, and
she uttered her voice and spake to him winged words :

"' Farewell, stranger, and even in thine own country
bethink thee of me upon a time, for that to me first thou
owest the ransom of life/

" And Odysseus of many counsels answered her, saying:
* Nausicaa, daughter of great-hearted Alcinous, yea, may
Zeus, the thunderer, the lord of Hera, grant me to reach
my home and see the day of my returning; so would I,